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utmost agitation, fearing that if he put off going
to Naples any longer the situation would get
entirely om of hand owing to Ruffe's irregular
position, wliile If he did goa Sicily would be left
exposed to the French fleet. On aist June, hear-
ing that Ruffo had captured Xaples but had
quite sensibly concluded an unauthorised armis-
tice with the Neapolitan Jacobins, he went to
Palermo and after a two-hours' conferences sailed
for Naples with the BamHtons. They arrived in
the bay on 24th June and saw white flags flying
ashore and on board Captain Footers Seahorse.
Ruffe's army had captured the town on I3th and
14th June amidst scenes of horror, his Calabrians
joining the lazzaroni in the torture and murder of
hundreds of innocent persons accused of Jaco-
binism.
The Neapolitan Jacobins had retired into the
Castles of Nuovo and Uovo, and the French gam-
son into the Castle of St. Elmo ; and Ruffo had
agreed that the Jacobins should be allowed to
leave the town by sea and go to France. Nelson
immediately cancelled this treaty by virtue of the
authority given Mm by the King before sailings
and demanded that the Jacobins should surrender
themselves unconditionally " to His Majesty's
royal mercy," Ruffo, however, refused to give
way, because of Ms authority as Vicar-General,
and a complete deadlock ensued., while the situa-
tion on shore grew rapidly more dangerous and
confused. They at last reached an agreement
by which Nelson should allow the Jacobins to
leave the castles and to embark in ships, but not
to leave the harbour. This was obviously a
temporary compromise, and on 28th June letters